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ill-advised to hamper tins American movement fricndi} lo us: in UK: name of
the Council of Hicrarchs they appealed to President Roosevelt lo urge the
restoration of "liberty of religion"- -which tends to mean for them a privileged
position for the clcr&v. In other words, they arc prepared to assist in return for
what they consider an adequate reward.
The European Kurlovatsk separatists have completely entered Hitler's
service; they pray for him in their churches; with the help of the German
authorities they h;ne brought about the subjection to themselves of their
opponents those in ecclesiastical communion with the Metropolitan livlogie.
It is sad to recall such falling away among our Russian people, even though
they are in schism, but it is comforting that our Patriarchal Church in its opposi-
tion to fascism fa by no means alone. News has arrived about the deposition
by the fascists of several Orthodox leaders because of their hostility to fascism
or opposition to it, it is reported that Chrysanihos, the Metropolitan of
Athens, and Gabriel, the Serbian Patriarch, have been removed, and that
Stephen, the Metropolitan of Bulgaria, and others have fallen into disfavour.
The telegrams reproduced in this book from the Patriarchs of Alexandria,
Antioch and Jerusalem show their solidarity with us and their desire to encourage
us in our struggle.
The ancient Orthodox East, and with it all the Orthodox world together
with us, shudders at the horrors of the fascist invasion, together with us blesses
the self-sacrificing achievements of our Russian Army, and together with us
diligently prays for final victory over the fascist hordes.
Such a universal, united prayer of almost all the Orthodox Churches,
capable, it would seem, of setting all things in motion (Acts iv, 31), unshakably
confirms in us the certainty of inevitable victory of light over darkness, of
righteousness over savage licence and oppression, of the Cross of Christ over the
fascist swastika, which may God grant us by His Grace and by the prayers of
His Most Pure Mother and all the saints. Amen.
ACTING PATRIARCH SEROIUS,
Ulyanovsk,                                       Metropolitan of Moscow and Kolomna.
28 March, 1942,
The Saturday of St. Lazarus.
22 JUNE, 1941
TO THE LEADERS AND FAITHFUL OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH
' OF CHRIST*
DURING the last few years, we, people of Russia, had consoled ourselves with
the hope that the conflagration of war, which had seized almost the whole world,
would not touch our land. But fascism, knowing no law but naked force and
accustomed to ridicule the highest postulates of honour and morality, has once
more shown itself true to its nature. The fascist brigands have fallen upon our
native land. Trampling upon all pacts and pledges, they have suddenly descen-
ded upon us, and the blood of our peaceful citizens is already drenching our
native earth. The times of Batu Khan, of the Teutonic Knights, of Charles of
Sweden, of Napoleon, are being repeated. The miserable descendants of the
enemies of Orthodox Christianity are once more striving to force our people on
* This document is the message which SergiuTMelropolitan of^Moscow and Kolomna
Head of the Orthodox Church in Russia, seat to, ail parishes on the first day of the war.